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THE NEXT STEPS TO YOUR FUTURE

We are very proud of our Sixth Form; 
the results in the summer of 2017 
were excellent.

Over 30% of all grades were A* or A, 
with 78% of grades at A*-C. All students 
who applied to university were 
successful, as well as other students 
going on to apprenticeships and work.  

These successes are a result of the hard 
work and dedication of our students, 
closely supported by our staff.  

Our Sixth Form Block provides a perfect 
environment for study. Excellent 
teaching and support and guidance 
for every individual, whatever your 
pathway, ensures you can be the very 
best. We expect our Sixth Formers not 
just to be part of our school community, 
but to take the lead within it.

The next two years are about a 
partnership between you and the 
school, working together to achieve 

your goals.  Mr Watkins, our Head of Sixth 
Form, Miss Crossley, Deputy Head of 
Sixth Form and all our staff work closely 
to ensure you are given the widest 
range of challenges and opportunities, 
and to ensure you are fully involved in 
your own learning.

Life in our Sixth Form is about seizing 
opportunities, relishing challenges and 
developing skills. When you choose to 
continue your education here with us 
you do so in an environment which 
values the individual whilst encouraging 
teamwork and working together to 
achieve success. We want you to 
choose Trinity Sixth Form to continue 
your educational journey with us.

Mrs C Wilson
Executive Headteacher
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If you wish to make the most of your education then Trinity Sixth Form will give you the opportunity and facilities to match 
your ambition. The philosophy behind Sixth Form Studies at Trinity School is centred around students being given the best 
possible chance of ensuring that they will remain competitive in the ever changing world of work and university 
applications in a high performing environment.

At Trinity, our success is as result of a 
dedicated team of Sixth Form teachers. 
Coupled with this, tutors work tirelessly to 
ensure that students maximise their 
academic and personal potential. We 
pride ourselves on small teaching 
groups so that you can get the most out 
of your subjects. We are able to say that 
all our students who applied to 
University were accepted onto  
courses last year.

However, at Trinity we not only pride 
ourselves on delivering academic 
success but we also strive to ensure that 
you get the best support to develop as 
an individual. We run a comprehensive 
Personal, Social and Health Education 
(PSHE) programme throughout Years  
12 and 13 to help give you the skills  
that you will need when you  
leave education.

An integral component of Trinity’s high 
performance is its strong House system. 
This is continued in the Sixth Form where 
our students are expected to act as role 
models to the rest of their House and 
the school in general. As such, we are 
looking for people who are committed 

and conscientious and not afraid to 
take the lead to make things happen. 
Don’t worry if you are not quite there 
yet, we will help and guide you to 
achieve these qualities. Trinity Sixth 
Formers are expected to be proactive 
and to be the driving forces behind the 
House competitions as well as being 
role models for our younger students.

Here at Trinity we take great pride in 
helping students make progress beyond 
their GCSE grades but we also care 
about getting the little things right. Your 
interaction with the people around you 
in society is what marks you out as a 
person and it is our goal to ensure that, 
regardless of academic ability, you will 
leave here with the skills to be a valued, 
caring member of your community.

So, let me welcome you to Sixth Form at 
Trinity. A place where you are expected 
to work hard but to enjoy yourself while 
doing it. I look forward to receiving your 
application and to discussing your 
options with you.

Rhodri Watkins

A MESSAGE FROM OUR HEAD OF SIXTH FORM

SIXTH FORM STUDY 
PATHWAYS
We have a variety of pathways for 
students to choose from, depending 
on what would suit you best. Each 
pathway has a slightly different entry 
requirement so please check carefully 
as you may not be able to take your 
preferred pathway if you do not have 
the required grades.

A-Level Pathway:
To study 3 to 5 A Levels you need to 
achieve a minimum of five grade 6s at 
GCSE. You must also have achieved 
at least a 6 in all subjects at GCSE to 
study them at A Level. 

BTEC Pathway:
To study a combination of BTEC or 
Cambridge Technical subjects you 
need to achieve a minimum of five 
grade 5s at GCSE in facilitating 
subjects.

Combined A – Level and BTEC 
Pathway:
There is the option to opt for a mixture 
of BTECs, Cambridge Technicals and 
A Level courses at Trinity. To follow this 
pathway you must have a minimum of 
five grade 5s at GCSE with at least 6s 
in the A Level subjects that you wish  
to study.

HOW TO APPLY
If you decide to apply to our Sixth 
Form you will need to complete an 
application form which is available 
from the Sixth Form office or on the 
school website. All applications will 
need to be handed to Mr Watkins or 
main reception by Monday 15th 
January 2018.

SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE
As we are one of the smaller Sixth 
Forms in the Newbury area, the quality 
of support and guidance in our Sixth

Form is excellent. The Sixth Form team 
know each student as an individual 
and through a superb tutoring 

network can provide a tailored 
package of support and guidance. 
Tracking and monitoring of students at 
both the pastoral and academic level 
is thorough and frequent. Our 
intervention programme allows the 
team to offer support and mentoring 
for students exactly when needed. In 
addition to providing support in house, 
we work with a number of outside 
agencies and organisations to provide 
targeted help for students.

On joining the Sixth Form you are 
allocated a Sixth Form Tutor who is 
there to help you make progress and 
plan for your future beyond Trinity Sixth 
Form. Our tutor team has been 
chosen as they have vast experience 
in preparing students for higher 
education and giving personal 
support in a wide range of areas.  
Our PSHE and tutorial programme 
adds value to students’ experiences 
and provides excellent preparation  
for adult life.

Mr R Watkins 
Head of Sixth Form
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WHAT’S EXPECTED?
Students are expected to be on time 
and attend school every day. Your tutor 
will be the most important person you 
work with on a regular basis, therefore 
communication between, you and 
your parents to your tutor is essential. 
Sixth Form students are expected to 
complete all independent study on 
time and in line with their Target 
Minimum Grades. If you are finding a 
subject difficult, you must speak to your 
teacher and your Tutor to get support. 
As a Sixth Form student you will set the 
highest standard for all other students 
to aspire to; your behaviour around the 
school site will be exemplary, leading 
by example in all areas. The dress code 
for Sixth Form is clear in that all students 
are expected to wear clothing 
appropriate for an office environment.

PARENTAL CONTACT
We encourage our students to develop their 
independence and ability to make their own 
decisions but we also recognise the crucial 
role parents play. Parents will receive regular 
reviews of their son’s or daughter’s progress 
through a reporting system that comments 
upon attainment, effort and achievement as 

well as Parents’ Evenings. We also welcome 
and encourage more regular contact from 
parents outside of the calendar events.

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Work Experience
We actively encourage all of our 
students to participate in work 
experience, as it is extremely valuable 
and worthwhile experience. As a result 
of this all students have the opportunity 
to participate in a 1 week long work 
placement at the end of the 
academic year. This placement is 
arranged by the students and must be 
directly linked to their potential future 
career or subject of interest to ensure 
that it is opportunity for them to gain 
relevant work related experience.

RECREATIONAL PE
PE for everyone in the Sixth Form is 
timetabled for 1 hour per week. Students are 
able to take part in a wide range of activities, 
including the opportunity for team games.

 
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 
IN POST 16 EDUCATION
Trinity School is firmly committed to the 
inclusion of all students in both the 
academic and social aspects of 
education, and this extends to our 
Post 16 Provision. Students in our Sixth 
Form will find that they continue to 
have their learning needs supported, 
but in a way which promotes their 
independence in preparation for 
either the working world or further 
education. Support and guidance will 
be offered at all stages, and those 
students who require additional help 
will be able to access support through 
the school’s Learning Support Unit.

For further information please contact
Mrs Pearless on 01635 510500

HEAD STUDENTS
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HEADS OF HOUSE - PHOENIX
“Our vision is to work as a team to be the best that we can, showing respect, enthusiasm and spirit in everything we do.  
We aim to be role models of success and ambition’”

Part of being in Phoenix House is the 
rewards it brings; not only to the 
students but the staff as well. As a House 
team, we take the philosophy that we 
are a team of people aiming for the 
same goal; that being ‘The Winning 
House’ rather than a group of 
individuals with differing agendas. The 
great thing about being a Sixth form 
Phoenix student is that the majority, if 
not all have been together in the best 
house since the tender age of 11. 

Phoenix Sixth formers are privileged to 
have a strong team of tutors behind 
them, that pass on their own wisdom 
and experiences, allowing these 
excellent students all of the 
opportunities that they need to 
succeed beyond Trinity. 

As a student in Phoenix at Key Stage 5 
you can expect to take a more leading 
role in the overall running of house 
events, whether that be ‘House 
Performing Arts’, House Media or one  
of the many Ambassadors across a 
multitude of wider school initiatives.

Some of the things that make me the 
most proud as the Head of Phoenix is 
seeing how the younger students look 
up to the Sixth Formers in their House 
and how the Sixth Formers whatever the 
circumstance offer their own wisdom 
and experiences to these younger 
students. 

I have had the privilege over the last 
five years to see many successes for 
Phoenix House, which, if it were not for 
the Sixth Form would not have 
happened. Notable successes include 
winning House Performing Arts. Having 
the opportunity to not only see the 
students perform in front of their peers 
and parents but seeing how well the 
Key Stage 5 students lead their younger 
counterparts during rehearsals make 
me feel very proud. The time and 
dedication that is given over, is 
testament to the type of Sixth Formers 
that we have in Phoenix. 

If you choose to stay at Trinity beyond 
Year 11, you can expect to take on one 
of the leading roles alluded to above. 
Not only that but you can expect to 

continue working as a team, show 
enthusiasm in everything that you do 
and aspire to be one of the many 
leaders within the house; there is room 
for all types– whether that be the heroic 
Thor, the genius that is Bruce Banner, 
aka the Incredible Hulk or the 
Marvellous Spider-Man.

Mr Collet  
Head of Phoenix House 

HEADS OF HOUSE - GRIFFIN
Griffin are a winning House. Trinity 
School’s most successful House. Success 
that is born from an attitude that is 
cultured from Year 7. This has never 
been more true of the Griffin Sixth 
Formers. They excel at sport, dance 
and, music and performing arts. They 
excel academically and are noted for 
their public speaking. It is no 
coincidence that the senior students in 
the school’s history have had the 
greatest representation from Griffin 
House. 
Apart from being winners, Griffin 6th 
Formers are exceptional people. They 
show caring and compassion, they 
weave their personalities into the fabric 
of the school and parts of their legacy 
remain, long after they go. Senior staff 
continue to talk fondly of ex Griffin 6th 
Formers and the list continues to grow 
with every year that passes. 
Griffin Sixth Formers are all leaders. 
Some lead in the orthodox way, others 
with a quiet strength of determination 
that sees them take fellow students 
under their wing in mentoring roles or as 

ambassadors. There are numerous 
opportunities in the school to show case 
these attributes, from the student 
council through to the anti-bullying 
ambassadors. More often than not, 
Griffin Sixth Formers are at the fore and 
are a major influence in the evolution of 
the school.
The most notable, public contributions 
come from Griffin Sixth Formers in the 
show case events throughout the school 
year. House Performing Arts is the one 
event of the year that is entirely led by 
the student team. This performance is 
written, produced, choreographed and 
directed by the Sixth Form team. The 
students who are involved learn from 
the senior students, so when it is their 
time, there is a seamless transition and 
the students pick up from where the last 
left off. This is the hall mark of the Griffin 
Sixth Former. They know their 
responsibilities, they accept them gladly 
and make their mark. Trinity’s Dance 
performances and the School Show are 
staff led, although big influences come 
from the Sixth Form and always from 

Griffin House.

Griffin Sixth Formers will always achieve, 
not just in school but in life. Their 
determination, tenacity and the desire 
to succeed when those around them 
fail set them apart. They do not give up. 
Their message filters through the rest of 
the House and sets them their future 
targets. I am immensely proud of all of 
the Griffin Sixth Formers and their daily 
actions constantly reinforce and 
reaffirm that pride.

Mr Hirst 
Head of Griffin House

“ GRIFFIN HAS ALLOWED ME 
THE OPPORTUNITY AND 
CONFIDENCE TO DO 
MANY THINGS FROM 
PUBLIC SPEAKING TO 
PERFORMING 
ARTS’REDIBLY 
REWARDING”

Shanay Thomas

“PHOENIX HOUSE GAVE ME 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEAD 
IN HOUSE PERFORMING 
ARTS; TEACHING AND 
WORKING TOGETHER AS A 
HOUSE IS INCREDIBLY 
REWARDING’”

Katy Mills
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HEADS OF HOUSE - DRAGON
What does it mean to be part of Dragon House?

For those of you who have been part of 
Dragon House or for those of you 
looking to join the excellent Sixth Form 
here at Trinity school, the Dragon House 
vision is about supporting each 
individual to achieve their best whilst 
working collectively to bring this about.

Through positive encouragement all 
Dragons aim to support each other to 
help them achieve their own personal 
excellence. Each individual matters and 
as a collective we work towards 
bringing out the potential in all.

‘IT IS NOT OUR  
ABILITIES THAT SHOW  
WHAT WE TRULY ARE.  
IT IS OUR CHOICES.’

JK Rowling 
The Chamber of Secrets

As Dragons, you will be challenged to 
make the right choices so that you 
achieve your potential and become 
the best version of yourself that you  
can be.

As Sixth Formers there are key 
expectations so that you can  
A.C.H.I.E.V.E the ‘Dragon’ way.

Achievement – Over the two years your 
Dragon tutor will be a key support 
enabling you to achieve your potential.  
They will advise you and help you make 
ambitious choices for the next steps 
post Trinity.  

Contribution – This is a key expectation of 
all Dragon Sixth Formers.  Whether it is 
taking the lead in directing & 
choreographing of the House Performing 
Arts production, supporting and leading 
students in House Sports, Media, Art, D&T, 
House Speeches, or being part of the 
Student Leadership team, if you have 
something to offer, we will find a way for 
you to contribute to making Dragon 
House the best it can be.

Helpfulness – You are role models.  
Many Dragon students take the lead in 
lessons, support Tutor Groups lower 
down the school, and work with 
students who may be struggling at 
school.  Your experience of school life 
makes you an invaluable member of 
the collective nature of Dragon House.

Independent – As part of Dragon you 
will have opportunities to take the 
initiative and work projects and ideas.  
That could be about you coming up 
with a charity idea and leading it, or it 
could be to do with changing the life of 
students for the better.

Excellence – The expectations is for all 
Dragons, the Sixth Form especially, to 
strive for excellence in everything they 
do.  Be the best you can be.

Volunteering – much of the above can’t 
be achieved if you are not prepared to 
stand up and be counted.  You know 
the strengths and skills you could offer 
during your two years in the Sixth Form.  
Seek out opportunities to use them.  

Endeavour –  This is what will make the 
difference.  Dragon Sixth Formers try 
hard to achieve their goals.

Mrs Whitford  
Head of Dragon House 

Mr Collett 
Head of Phoenix House

Mr Hirst 
Head of Griffin House

Miss Whitford 
Head of Dragon House
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WHY STUDY A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE? 
We hope students choose Literature based on a love of reading texts that have 
shaped literature over the years – it is something that will stay with students for all the 
years to come. Literature is a well-respected A level, recognised for its challenge 
and depth by all universities. Many students go on to study English or English based 
subjects at university; the skills learnt in the A level Literature classroom are irrefutably 
important in any walk of life.

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS 
The course we study at A level is AQA English Literature specification B, which is made 
up of two exams and a coursework style unit (NEA). 

The aim is to complete first reading and interpretation of all course content during 
Year 12, allowing Year 13 time for further in depth study and revision with focus on 
exam techniques to support students in preparing for the formal examinations. The 
exam board emphasise the importance of student voice and independent 
argument, so debate and discussion are central to A Level lessons.  

Component 1 ‘Literary Genres’ (40%)
Students will study Tragedy texts including Shakespeare’s Othello, Arthur Miller’s Death 
of a Salesman and a selection of poetry by John Keats. The exam paper is closed text 
and students will be supported in selecting and learning quotations to support their 
interpretations and ideas. This unit encourages students to explore concepts of 
tragedy and text in performance.  

Component 2 ‘Texts and Genres’ (40%)
Students will study ‘Elements of Crime Writing’. Students will study the classic 
‘whodunnit’ by Agatha Christie The Murder of Roger Ackroyd and the award winning 
crime novel by Kate Atkinson, When Will There Be Good News?  This also includes a 
range of poetry by Oscar Wilde, Robert Browning and George Crabbe. There will be 
an expectation to be able to analyse an unseen passage in this exam based on 
students’ knowledge of the wider genre so a wider reading list is provided.

This has proved a popular topic and lively debate about morality, social causes and 
implications of crime, historical and political concepts of justice and concepts of 
punishment enrich student thinking beyond the curriculum. Students have found this 
complements similar fields of study in Psychology and Sociology.    

Component 3 ‘Literary Theory’ (20%)
The third component is a Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) based on literary theory, which 
aims to develop independence in reading and thinking. Here students will study a 
poetry and a prose text, informed by the study of the Critical Anthology and students 
will complete a portfolio of two essays. One of these essays can be re-creative, which 
will be accompanied by a commentary. The requirement for this work to be 
independent is significant and students will be supported in choosing texts that are 
varied and of personal interest to them. This is an excellent opportunity for students to 
experience independence study skills in preparation for University/further study in any 
discipline. 

ENGLISH LITERATURE
A LEVEL

WHERE WILL A LEVEL 
ENGLISH LITERATURE  
TAKE YOU? 
An A level in English Literature can 
set you on a path to most careers, 
because it not only develops your 
study of English, but gives you a 
wealth of transferable skills: 
communication, accurate and 
mature written expression; detailed 
analysis; good skills in assessing 
character, situations and 
motivations; creative thinking skills, 
evaluation and weighing up 
possible interpretations; managing 
workload and being able to 
process texts quickly and 
accurately. Popular career paths 
after studying English Literature are: 
writer, journalist, teacher, lecturer, 
law, publishing, politics, 
advertising/PR, performing arts, 
administrator and human 
resources.

“ LITERATURE ENRICHES OUR 
MINDS TO BE EXCITED 
ABOUT ANY POSSIBILITY. 
STUDYING LITERATURE 
LEAVES YOU FEELING 
INTRIGUED AND CURIOUS 
WHICH LEADS TO 
ENJOYMENT IN YOUR 
STUDIES.”

Hannah Lane
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WHY STUDY A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE?
The course enables students to build on the skills developed at GCSE, by engaging 
creatively and critically with a wide range of texts as well as introducing students to 
a wealth of new technical and grammatical understanding. You’ll use exciting and 
relevant text and data-based sources that enable you to look at how language 
works in the real world and its impact.

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS
NON-EXAMINED-ASSESSMENT
20% of the A-Level is coursework-style assessment which provides opportunities for 
students to pursue their own areas of interest through a Language investigation and 
develop personal and independent learning skills. In addition, there is a piece of original 
writing which encourages students to develop their own sense of style and creativity. 
In addition, there are 2 external exams, comprising 40% of the total A Level each:

PAPER 1 ‘EXPLORING LANGUAGE’
Section A ’Language Under the Microscope’
The focus of this section is on the effect of lexical choices and grammatical features 
in a short written text. Students are asked to micro-analyse a short text with a discreet 
focus on parts of language. The terminology required for this question covers parts of 
the mark scheme across all other questions.

Section B ‘Writing about a topical language issue’
This section focuses on an issue or concept related to language in use. Engaging 
with a variety of texts and contexts in Section A will help to prepare learners to 
emulate these styles in this section. This section assesses students on their creative 
writing, as well as understanding of concepts across Language study.

Section C ‘Comparing and contrasting texts’
Building on Section A, learners will also be expected to show knowledge and 
understanding of how language levels can be applied to a range of contexts for 
language use, including: geographical, social and individual varieties of English; 
aspects of language and identity. 

PAPER 2 ‘DIMENSIONS OF LINGUISTIC VARIATION’
Section A ‘Child Language Acquisition’ 
The focus of this section is on children’s acquisition of spoken language. Students are 
expected to write a discursive essay on children’s language development, with a 
choice of two questions where the data provided will focus on spoken, written or 
multimodal language.

Section B ‘Language in the Media’
This section is synoptic and will require learners to draw together their understanding of 
these different language concepts and issues, alongside the contextual aspects of a 
media text, in order to effectively analyse and evaluate language use in media texts.

Section C ‘Language Change’
The focus of this section is on the analysis of historical varieties of English. The analysis 
will be based on drawing connections and comparisons between two texts from 
different times. Students will study the ways that the English language has developed 
and changed over time, including methodologies for the study of language change.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
A LEVEL

WHERE WILL A LEVEL 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
TAKE YOU?
The variety of assessment styles 
used, such as data analysis, 
discursive essays, original writing 
and research-based investigative 
writing, allows students to 
develop a wide range of skills. 
These include critical reading, 
data analysis, evaluation, and 
the ability to develop and sustain 
which are invaluable for both 
further study and future 
employment. The course 
demonstrates that you have an 
ability to think quickly, write 
cogently and are adept in your 
ability to evaluate the use of 
grammar.

“ I CHOSE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE BECAUSE IT’S 
FASCINATING TO FIND 
OUT HOW AND WHY WE 
SPEAK THE WAY WE DO AS 
SPOKEN LANGUAGE 
EVOLVES. LANGUAGE 
OPENS SO MANY DOORS 
AS IT’S AN INCREDIBLY 
USEFUL A LEVEL TO HAVE.”

Jenna Hoptroff 
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WHY STUDY MATHS?
Studying A Level Mathematics provides students with the tools needed to make 
sense of the number world that surrounds us. It empowers students with the ability to 
predict events in the future and is the first step onto a path towards some of the 
most interesting and highly paid jobs.

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS
The ‘new’ A Level Mathematics course comprises of three compulsory units, two of 
which cover ‘Pure Mathematics’ content based on the old ‘core’ modules and the 
third covering ‘Applied Mathematics’ content based on the old ‘Mechanics’ and 
‘Statistics’ modules. Each unit will be assessed, in the students’ final year of study, 
and this will be done in each case by a 100% written external examinations which 
are 2 hours in length. Each of these will combine an equal share to make 33.33% of 
the students’ final grade. 

Unit Title How is the unit examined
The weighting of 

each unit

Unit 1: Pure Mathematics 1 Written examination: 2 hours 33.33% of total grade

Unit 2: Pure Mathematics 2 Written examination: 2 hours 33.33% of total grade

Unit 3: Statistics and 
Mechanics

Written examination: 2 hours 33.33% of total grade

 

The ‘Pure Mathematics’ units include a range of content which builds on the 
knowledge the students learnt at GCSE level. This includes proof, algebra and 
functions, coordinate geometry, sequences and series, trigonometry, exponentials 
and logarithms, differentiation, integration and numerical methods.

The ‘Applied Mathematics’ unit as the name might suggest, challenges students in 
applying their mathematical knowledge in the areas of statistics and mechanics. 
This unit is where students will discover the power of mathematics and how it can be 
used in practice.  The content compliments subjects such as Physics, Chemistry, 
Biology, Psychology, Sociology, Geography and Business Studies. 

MATHEMATICS
A LEVEL

WHERE CAN THIS SUBJECT 
TAKE YOU?
Studying A level Mathematics can 
take you to the moon and back, 
literally in some cases. It is arguably 
the most versatile subject that you 
could choose for A Level and can 
lead to many careers. The most 
traditional of which are 
Engineering, Accountancy, 
Banking, Statistics, Teaching and 
Medicine, but mathematical 
qualifications are highly sort after by 
all employees and will enhance 
any C.V. 

“ MATHS IS IMPORTANT IN 
GAINING THE ABILITY TO 
SOLVE PROBLEMS, NOT 
ONLY IN CLASS BUT IN 
REAL LIFE TOO AS YOU 
LEARN TO ACCEPT 
CHALLENGES.”

Grace Nash-Williams
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FURTHER  
MATHEMATICS

A LEVEL

WHY STUDY FURTHER MATHS?
Further Mathematics is an overwhelmingly enjoyable, rewarding and stimulating 
course. For those that enjoy mathematics it provides a chance to explore new, 
challenging and sophisticated mathematical concepts. It makes the transition from 
Sixth Form to mathematically rich courses at university easier and those that choose 
the subject commonly say it is their favourite subject. 

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS
The ‘new’ A Level Further Mathematics course comprises of four units. These units are 
made up by studying two compulsory ‘Further Pure’ units, which cover content 
similar to that of the old course, and then by two option units that can be chosen 
from the four branches of Further Mathematics: Further Pure; Further Statistics; Further 
Mechanics and Decision Mathematics. 

Each unit will be assessed, in the students’ final year of study, and this will be done in 
each case by a 100% written external examinations which are all 1 hour and 30 
minutes in length. Each of these will combine an equal share to make 25% of the 
students’ final grade. 

Compulsory Units

Unit Title How is the unit examined The weighting of each unit

Unit 1: Further Pure 
Mathematics 1

Written examination:  
1 hours 30 mins 25% of total grade

Unit 1: Further Pure 
Mathematics 2

Written examination:  
1 hours 30 mins 25% of total grade

Optional Units (2 Choices)

Unit Title How is the unit examined The weighting of each unit

Further Pure Mathematics 3 Written examination:  
1 hours 30 mins 25% of total grade

Further Statistics 1 Written examination:  
1 hours 30 mins 25% of total grade

*Further Statistics 2 Written examination:  
1 hours 30 mins 25% of total grade

Further Mechanics 1 Written examination:  
1 hours 30 mins 25% of total grade

*Further Mechanics 2 Written examination:  
1 hours 30 mins 25% of total grade

Decision Mathematics 1 Written examination:  
1 hours 30 mins 25% of total grade

*Decision Mathematics 2 Written examination:  
1 hours 30 mins 25% of total grade

*These units can only be chosen if the second option is the same branch of mathematics.

WHERE CAN THIS SUBJECT 
TAKE YOU?
Studying Further Mathematics at A 
Level is a life changing 
qualification. It opens doors to 
careers only limited to the 
mathematical elite; these include 
Computer Programming, Scientific 
Research, Trading and Insurance. 
The course enhances students’ 
ability in all mathematically rich 
subjects. Traditionally students that 
choose to study Further 
Mathematics, achieve extremely 
high levels of success in all their A 
Levels and go on to attend the top 
universities in the country. 

“ MATHS IS INTEGRAL TO 
EVERYTHING. I ENJOY 
BEING ABLE TO 
UNDERSTAND WHY AN 
ASPECT OF MATHS WORKS 
AND HOW THAT CAN 
APPLY TO A PROBLEM 
RATHER THAN JUST HOW 
TO DO IT.” 

Eddie Haines



CORE MATHEMATICS 
LEVEL 3 QUALIFICATION
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WHERE WILL CORE 
MATHEMATICS TAKE YOU? 
The skills developed in the 
continued study of mathematics 
are increasingly important in the 
workplace and in higher 
education. Most students who 
study mathematics after GCSE 
improve their career choices and 
increase their earning potential. 
According to research, many 
students arrive at university with 
unrealistic expectations of the 
mathematical and statistical 
demands of their subjects and 
Core Mathematics qualification 
has been introduced to  
address this.

“ THERE IS ALWAYS A SENSE 
OF ACHIEVEMENT WITH 
MATHS. ITS LOGIC BOTH 
CHALLENGES YOU AND 
TEACHES YOU ABOUT 
PROCESSES THAT CAN 
OCCUR IN EVERYDAY 
LIFE.”

Rowan Huntley

WHY STUDY CORE MATHEMATICS?
Core Mathematics builds on GCSE mathematics with a particular focus on problem-
solving skills. Students will consider and tackle mathematics in meaningful contexts, 
including financial applications and statistical ideas. These can help with other A 
level subjects, including Geography, Business studies, Economics and Psychology. 
The course is ideal for students who wish to continue to develop their mathematical 
skills but not study the A level.

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS.
The level 3 Core Mathematics qualification is considered equivalent to an AS level 
qualification and can be chosen as a fourth option to support your other subjects. 
Students are assessed by 2 written papers of equal length and weighting. Paper 1 
develops ideas studied at GCSE across four areas; statistics, personal finance, using 
mathematical models and critical analysis of data. Paper 2 has three options 
looking in greater depth at either statistics, graphical techniques or critical path and 
risk analysis. All papers use real world scenarios in teaching and assessment.

Compulsory Paper

Paper 1 How is the unit examined
The weighting of 

each unit

Analysis of data

Maths for personal finance

Estimation

Critical analysis of given data 
and models

Written examination:  
1 hours 30 mins

50% of total grade

Optional Paper (1 Choice)

Paper 1 How is the unit examined
The weighting of 

each unit

2a Statistical Techniques
Written examination:  

1 hours 30 mins
50% of total grade

2b Critical Path and  
Risk Analysis

Written examination:  
1 hours 30 mins

50% of total grade

2c Graphical Techniques
Written examination:  

1 hours 30 mins
50% of total grade
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WHY STUDY CHEMISTRY?
Chemistry is an interesting subject requiring and developing a range of skills including 
mathematical, practical and logical reasoning skills. Qualifications in chemistry are 
highly valued and lead to a wide variety of careers. If you are undecided, more 
options are kept open by studying chemistry than many other subjects.  

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS
In the first year of the course, you will study the units ‘Elements of Life’, ‘Developing 
Fuels’, ‘Elements from the Sea’, ‘The Ozone Story’ and ‘What’s in a medicine’. In 
these topics, you will learn a range of skills, and learn about how the multi-billion 
pound industry of oil works; where all the elements in the universe came from; and 
produce your own samples of aspirin from willow bark. The topics are designed to 
give you a firm set of foundations from the fundamental principles of the 3 main 
branches of chemistry – organic, inorganic and physical chemistry. The course is 
taught in a way that will enable you to appreciate the applications of the chemistry 
you are learning, so that you can see where people use this work in real life. 

In the second year of the course, you will build upon your foundations gained in 
year 12, and you will study 5 further units – ‘The Chemical Industry’, ‘Polymers and 
Life’, ‘Oceans’, ‘Developing Metals’ and ‘Colour By Design’. In these topics, you will 
learn about the chemical composition of DNA, and how it works in the human 
body; how chemists can restore paintings that are thousands of years old – and be 
certain that they are using the same paints as the original artist; and how to design 
your own chemicals from various starting points. In year 13, you will sit 3 exams. Units 
1 and 2 are worth 41%, and 37% respectively, of the A level, and are 135 minute 
papers. Unit 3 is a paper purely on practical skills, and is worth 22% of the A level. In 
addition to this, we will produce a report on your practical skills that you may also 
use for your CV. If you opt to take Chemistry, you will be expected to take the Core 
Maths qualification if you are not taking A Level Maths.

CHEMISTRY
A LEVEL

WHERE WILL CHEMISTRY 
TAKE YOU?
Students who study chemistry at A 
level have various career 
opportunities open to them. These 
may be within the field of chemistry 
e.g. research chemistry, 
pharmaceutical chemistry, 
analytical chemistry, biochemistry, 
environmental chemistry, medicinal 
chemistry, material science and 
chemical engineering, or they may 
be wider ranging than this, and 
involve business, law, accountancy 
and sports science. Chemistry is 
also essential for those wishing to 
study medicine, dentistry and 
pharmacy.

“ I CHOSE CHEMISTRY AS IT 
IS THE SCIENCE THAT I FIND 
MOST INTERESTING, 
LEARNING ABOUT THE WAY 
THE WORLD AROUND US IS 
FORMED AND ITS CRUCIAL 
CONTRIBUTION TO 
MEDICINE. THE LESSONS 
ARE CHALLENGING BUT 
FUN. FOR ME, I AM 
AIMING TO GO INTO A 
MEDICAL CAREER AND 
CHEMISTRY WILL BE AN 
IMPORTANT STEP THAT 
HELPS ME GET THERE.”

Katy Mills 
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PHYSICS
A LEVEL

WHERE WILL PHYSICS  
TAKE YOU?
Physics is crucial to understanding 
the world around us, the world 
inside us and the world beyond us. 
A physics student will possess 
excellent analytical, quantitative 
and problem-solving skills. The 
course will prepare you for a wide 
range of careers including anything 
from engineering, medicine or 
journalism to law, banking or 
teaching. Studying Physics doesn’t 
restrict you to a science-based 
career; it simply opens the door to 
a world of possibilities.

“ PHYSICS IS A GREAT 
SUBJECT TO STUDY AS IT 
HELPS YOU GAIN A 
GREATER UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE SIMPLE THINGS 
THAT HAPPEN EVERY DAY. 
I HAVE FOUND THAT THIS 
HAS ALSO HELPED ME IN 
MY A LEVEL MATHEMATICS 
LESSONS. THEY ARE THE 
PERFECT PAIRING.”

Sam Oades

WHY STUDY PHYSICS?
Ever been waiting for the kettle to boil to make a cup of tea and thought ‘I wonder 
how that works’? If you have a passion for understanding how things work and enjoy 
scientific experiments and mathematics, then Physics is for you. Physics challenge 
our imagination with concepts like relativity, nuclear fission and fusion, and time 
travel. These ideas can lead to great discoveries, like lasers and computers, which 
lead to technologies which change our lives.

COURSE DETAILS AND ASSESSMENTS
At AS, students cover topics on particles and radiation, quantum phenomena, 
waves and optics, materials, electricity and mechanics. Students will learn about 
and discuss the inner-most workings of the atom, the story behind quarks and 
antimatter, and the idea of waves behaving as particles. The properties of waves 
and the diffraction, refraction and interference of light are studied. The behaviours 
of electric circuits and materials are investigated. In mechanics, students learn 
about the laws of forces and motion.

The course is assessed internally at the end of the first year by two 90-minute mock 
papers, each worth 50% of the total marks. The papers test knowledge and 
understanding of theory as well as practical skills through multiple-choice questions, 
calculation problems, short written responses and some extended writing.

For A level, learners will build on AS work and study thermal physics and gases, 
nuclear physics, further mechanics, and gravitational, electric and magnetic fields. 
Topics include circular motion, vibration resonance, capacitors, electromagnetic 
induction and nuclear energy. In addition, a popular option choice is Astrophysics, 
covering telescopes, the life-cycle of stars and the origin of the universe! Final 
assessment is through three 2-hour papers, each worth a third of the total marks and 
of similar format to the AS exams. In addition, students work throughout the 2-year 
course towards a teacher-assessed endorsement of practical skills.
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WHY STUDY BIOLOGY?
Biology is all around us. It involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics which 
range from biological molecules to the study of ecosystems; from micro organisms 
to DNA structure. Biology plays a huge part in making us more aware of our 
environment, personal health issues, disease and how we survive by maintaining our 
own internal environment.

COURSE CONTENT 
In the first year of the course you will study units 1–4. Then at the end of the year you  
will sit two exams where you will be tested on these topics. In year two of the course 
you will study all the units (1–10) in more detail and then sit three exams at the end of 
the year. The exam papers include multiple-choice, short open, open-response, 
calculations, extended writing questions and mathematical questions. Each paper 
will also include questions that target understanding of experimental methods.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 
Biology is composed of 10 topics. These are:

Topic 1:  Biological Molecules

Topic 2:  Cells, Viruses and Reproduction of Living Things

Topic 3:  Classification and Biodiversity

Topic 4:  Exchange and Transport

Topic 5::  Energy for Biological Processes

Topic 6:  Microbiology and Pathogens

Topic 7: Modern Genetics

Topic 8:  Origins of Genetic Variation

Topic 9: Control Systems 

Topic 10:  Ecosystems

In addition to your exams you will carry out and write up a series of required core 
practicals over the two year course. These will aid you in learning new practical skills, 
honing your scientific thinking, as well as improving your report writing. The practicals 
are varied and range from studying the local flora with quadrats to calculating rate 
of reaction using colorimeters.  At the end of the course you will be given a 
‘practical endorsement’ acknowledgement. If you opt to take Biology, you will be 
expected to take the Core Maths qualification if you are not taking A Level Maths.

BIOLOGY
A LEVEL

WHERE CAN BIOLOGY  
TAKE YOU?
Biology can take you on many 
pathways which include professions 
such as medicine, dentistry, 
veterinary science, physiotherapy, 
pharmacy, optometry, nursing, 
zoology or forensic science. Biology 
is a very rewarding and challenging 
course which develops many of 
the skills essential for a successful 
career even outside of the science 
field. These include literacy, 
numeracy, social awareness and 
making connections between 
natural, social, economic, political 
and technological fields.

“ WHAT I FIND IMPRESSIVE 
ABOUT BIOLOGY IS THAT 
THE CONTENT IS SO 
DETAILED YET THE TOPICS 
COVERED ARE SO 
DIVERSE, FROM 
BIOLOGICAL MOLECULES, 
TO COMPLEX AND 
LAYERED BODILY SYSTEMS 
SUCH AS THE 
CARDIOVASCULAR AND 
RESPIRATORY SYSTEM.  
FURTHERMORE, TEACHERS 
WILL ALWAYS BREAK THE 
SCIENCE DOWN INTO 
EASILY UNDERSTANDABLE 
CONCEPTS THAT ARE BUILT 
UP TO GIVE A HOLISTIC 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
SUBJECT.” 

Brad Burton 



WHY STUDY IT BTEC? 
The BTEC level 3 extended certificate is the equivalent to one A-level. The course has 
been created alongside employers and is designed with the technical person in 
mind – it combines both practical ability and the ability to solve problems, using new 
e-learning tools such as Blogging and VLogging to present work in portfolios.  

COURSE CONTENT
BTEC level three extended certificate is a 180 credit course. Students will undertake 
4 units of which 3 are mandatory and 2 are externally assessed.

Information Technology Systems (mandatory, externally assessed exam)
Students study the role of computer systems and the implications of their use 
in personal and professional situations. This includes exploring the relationships 
between the hardware and software that form an IT system. 

Creating Systems to Manage Information 
(externally assessed controlled assessment) 
Students study the design, creation, testing and evaluation of a relational database 
system to manage information. This includes examining the structure of data and  
its origins, and how an efficient data design follows through to an effective and 
useful database.

Using Social Media in Business (internally assessed) 
Students explore how businesses use social media to promote their products and 
services, and then implement social media activities in a business to meet 
requirements. Students will explore different social media websites, the ways in which 
they can be used and the potential pitfalls when using them for business purposes. 

Website Development (internally assessed) 
Students investigate website development principles. They will design and develop a 
website using scripting languages. 

TEACHING
The course teacher is an experienced software developer, enabling students to 
access and use professional tools and software (e.g. PostgreSQL and lighttpd web 
server), as well as building industry-relevant skills.  The course is also complemented 
by extra-curricular coding and robotics clubs. 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS
Units are assessed using a grading scale of Distinction, Merit, Pass and Unclassified. 
Points are attributed to each grade in each unit to provide the overall grade for the 
subject. Students will provide a portfolio of evidence for each unit and this will be 
internally assessed.  

WHERE CAN THIS SUBJECT 
TAKE YOU?
The course will help build practical 
and theoretic skills and is designed 
for students who are interested in 
an introduction to the study of 
creating IT systems to manage and 
share information alongside other 
fields of study, with a view to 
progressing to a wide range of 
higher education courses, not 
necessarily in IT. Examples include 
Business Studies, Computer Arts, 
Fashion Buying Management, 
Software Development and 
Accounting and Finance.

“ BTEC IT IS A WONDERFUL 
EXPERIENCE WHERE 
YOU LEARN HOW TO 
DESIGN AND USE 
COMPUTER SYSTEMS. 
I WOULD RECOMMEND 
IT TO ANYONE.”

Liam Robinson
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INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

LEVEL 3 BTEC
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WHY STUDY GEOGRAPHY?
Geography is a dynamic, engaging subject which goes far beyond (though still has 
a focus on!) where places are and what they are like. Geography links key ideas 
found in humanities and science subjects under the common umbrella of 
developing a deeper understanding of people and places, and the need to live in 
balance with an increasingly fragile and volatile environment – themes which are 
more important than ever in today’s world.

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS 
Paper 1 – Physical Systems

1 hour and 30 minute paper on: 

Glaciated Landscapes - a topic exploring glacial processes, features and 
landscapes. Our trip to North Wales puts this theory into practice as we explore the 
northern coastline and areas around Snowden.

Earth’s Life Support Systems – The Water Cycle, The Carbon Cycle and Climate 
Change 

This paper includes a mix of short and longer mark answers, as well as geographical 
skills.

Paper 2 – Human Interactions

1 hour and 30 minute paper on: 

Changing Spaces, Making Places – this topic gives students insight into how we 
imagine places differently and how they can change overtime. Our trip to Liverpool 
allows students to see how places such as the Albert Docks have changed in use 
throughout time.

Global Connections – Trade and Power and Borders are our two optional human 
topics. The aim behind these areas is to give students a much greater insight into the 
human processes occurring on a daily basis. Whether this be the flow of trillions of 
dollars around the world or how and why countries re-draw their borders.

This paper includes a mix of short and longer mark answers, as well as geographical 
skills.

Paper 3 – Geographical Debates

2 hour and 30 minute paper on Disease Dilemmas and Natural Hazards.

This paper challenges the students to think synoptically. They have to apply 
knowledge from the whole course in order to answer questions effectively. An 
example of this is the impact natural hazards have on creating new and existing 
places. 

The exam largely focuses on longer mark answers, including two 33 mark essays.

Paper 4 – Non-Exam Assessed Investigation

Independent Investigation into any area of Geography on the specification 

3,000–4,000 words; internally marked and externally moderated 

GEOGRAPHY
A LEVEL

WHERE WILL GEOGRAPHY 
TAKE YOU?
Apart from the numerous fieldwork 
opportunities in A Level Geography 
(four trips over the two years, 
including a trip to Iceland!) 
Geography is all about gaining a 
wider understanding of the world 
outside the classroom. The 
practical, analytical approach 
which embodies Geography 
encompasses a wide range of skills 
and ways of learning which are 
highly sought after by both 
employers and universities alike. 
There are quite literally no limits to 
where Geography can take you in 
the future!

“ GEOGRAPHY IS AN 
INSIGHTFUL, LOGICAL 
AND EXCITING SUBJECT 
ALLOWING US TO 
UNDERSTAND THE WORLD 
AS WE KNOW IT, WHILST 
AT THE SAME TIME 
ASSESSING THE POTENTIAL 
FOR IT TO CHANGE 
OVERTIME AS A RESULT OF 
PHYSICAL OR HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENTS. IT LEAVES 
US WITH QUESTIONS WE 
ARE THRIVING TO 
ANSWER.” 

Grace Meechan
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WHY STUDY HISTORY?
Firstly, the much loved interactive methods are upgraded in content from GCSE to  
A Level with no loss of enjoyment resulting in excellent results on a consistent basis. 
Secondly, the respect History receives as a discipline when making the important 
step after Sixth Form to university or employment provides a solid foundation for 
exploring the world around us.

COURSE CONTENT
Our subject has been designed to help students understand the significance of 
historical events, the role of individuals in history and the nature of change over time.  
It will help you to gain a deeper understanding of the past through political, social, 
economic and cultural perspectives. The engaging topics will provide you with the 
knowledge and skills you require to succeed at whatever you choose to pursue in life.

Unit 1:   Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964. A breadth study of significant 
historical developments over a period of around 100 years and associated 
interpretations. The topic will revolve around unique individuals in Russian 
History from Tsar Nicholas II and his close advisor, Rasputin, to the creators of 
the Soviet State, Lenin and Stalin. Events during the period ranging from The 
Crimean War and the Emancipation of the Serfs, to the Bolshevik Revolution 
and the beginnings of the Cold War will captivate the historical inquisitiveness 
of all. 

Unit 2:    The Making of Modern Britain, 1951-2007. A study in depth of a period of 
major historical change or development and associated primary evidence. 
The study of our nation provides such colour characters and events; from 
Margaret Thatcher and the Falklands War, to Tony Blair and the Troubles in 
Northern Island. This unit will make you more aware of our current position 
and what issues our country may face in the future.   

Unit 3:  A 3,500 word personal study of an historical investigation of your choice that 
focuses on the topics of The Age of the Crusades, 1095-1204, and the British 
Empire in India and Africa, 1806-1906. You will be given the opportunity to 
delve into the annals of history using contemporary sources to evaluate the 
importance of themes within the historical context of the period. It is also a 
great opportunity to broaden your horizon of History, exploring beyond the 
confines of ‘school-taught History’ and branching out to wider academic 
opinions more widely used in higher education.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 
Assessment will take a variety of forms on the course, building on your skills from 
GCSE. In class you will progress in your understanding of History through group 
discussion, presentation and even role play. Throughout the course we build your 
confidence with a thorough exploration of the skills needed in the exam by working 
through essays and past papers, as well as provide various revision techniques that 
can be applied across numerous fields of study.

HISTORY
A LEVEL

WHERE WILL HISTORY  
TAKE YOU?
The possibilities are endless - History 
gives you access to a wide range 
of higher education courses as well 
as countless careers. You could 
follow Jon Snow and Louis Theroux 
into journalism or Sir Howard Stringer 
who graduated from a degree in 
History to become the Head of the 
Sony Corporation. Or maybe you 
could follow Sacha Baron Cohen 
into entertainment.

“ HISTORY HAS ENABLED ME 
TO LOOK AT HOW 
SOCIETY HAS CHANGED 
OVER TIME, AND HOW 
THEY HAVE REACHED 
THEIR PRESENT STATE. IT 
HAS LED ME TO FURTHER 
MY OWN INTEREST IN 
POST-WAR BRITAIN, AS 
WELL AS GIVE ME THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY 
RUSSIAN HISTORY, 
SOMETHING I USED TO 
KNOW NOTHING ABOUT.”

Jamie Tillen
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WHY STUDY PSYCHOLOGY?
Psychology is a fascinating science concerned with the study of the mind and 
behaviour. It has links with a variety of disciplines such as the biological, computer 
and forensic sciences, as well as with humanities such as sociology and philosophy. 
The common factor linking people who study psychology is curiosity and a thirst for 
knowledge. 

COURSE CONTENT
Psychology is a fusion of science and humanities. Any attempt to explain why 
humans think and behave in the way that they do will inevitably be linked to one or 
another branch of Psychology. The different disciplines of Psychology are extremely 
wide ranging.  

They include:
Clinical Psychology/Cognitive Psychology/Memory/Intelligence/Development 
Psychology/Evolutionary Psychology/Forensic Psychology/Health Psychology/ 
Neuropsychology/Industrial Psychology/Social Psychology. 

During the course you will learn about why people conform and obey in social 
situations, how long term and short term memory works. You will also investigate 
what makes people aggressive, how the brain functions as well as factors involved 
in romantic relationships. 

Classroom teaching involves group work, testing hypotheses, collecting evidence 
and is about students relating to themselves and real life situations.  

ASSESSMENT DETAILS
Unit 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology
Written exam: 2 hours 
96 marks in total, 33.3% of A-level. 

Topics include: Social influence, Memory, Attachment, Psychopathology. 

There are four sections, each section has multiple choice, short answer  
and extended writing worth 16 marks. 

Unit 2: Psychology in Context
Written exam: 2 hours 
Topics include: Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology, Research methods  
and Issues and debates in Psychology. 

There are three sections, each section has multiple choice, short answer  
and extended writing worth 16 marks. 

Unit 3: Issues and Options in Psychology
Written exam: 2 hours 
96 marks in total, 33.3% of A-level. 

Topics include: Relationships, Eating Behaviour and Aggression. 

There are four sections, each section has multiple choice, short answer  
and extended writing worth 16 marks. 

PSYCHOLOGY
A LEVEL

WHERE WILL PSYCHOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?
Psychology has a broad range of 
real world applications in everyday 
life ranging from stress, health, 
mental illness, and artificial 
intelligence, to personal 
development and social 
interaction to name a few. There 
are a large number of careers in 
Psychology, but the skills you learn 
will also readily transfer to many 
other careers. These skills involve 
oral and written communication, 
numeracy, problem solving and 
the ability to carry out independent 
research.

“ PSYCHOLOGY AS A 
SUBJECT HELPS TO WIDEN 
YOUR UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE WORLD AROUND 
YOU, FROM EVALUATING 
SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR TO 
INCREASING YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE WAY 
IN WHICH GENETICS 
INFLUENCE YOU. 
PSYCHOLOGY HAS 
ENABLED ME TO 
QUESTION WHY I 
INTERACT WITH OTHERS  
IN CERTAIN WAYS, AS 
WELL AS AIDING ME IN 
DEVELOPING MY 
KNOWLEDGE INTO THE 
INNER WORKINGS OF 
DIFFERENT CULTURES  
AND SOCIETIES.”

Zac Jennings 
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WHY STUDY SOCIOLOGY?
Sociology is the study of human groups and social life in modern societies. How 
people think and act, how they interact with each other: as well as studying how  
we make decisions about our identities and lifestyle, you will investigate the various 
external influences on peoples’ lives such as the media, education and the family. 
You’ll never watch the news in the same way again!

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS
Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods

Education is a core unit of the course. Students look at the role of Education in 
society and the impact that it has on individuals. Students also look at factors which 
influence educational attainment. This is all studied through looking at education 
through the various sociological perspectives. 

As well as this, students apply research methods used in Sociology to answer 
questions about how research can be carried out in the Education topic.

Written exam: 2 hours containing a range of short and longer mark essay questions.

Paper 2: Topics in Sociology

Students study our two optional subjects of the Family and the Media. These are two 
huge areas in society which we explore, focusing on their roles and functions, as well 
as the impact they have on individuals and the wider population. In both of the 
topics, students look at the changing nature of them overtime, as well as current 
trends and key sociological ideas.

Written exam: 2 hours containing a range of short and longer mark essay questions.

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods

The final compulsory component of the course focuses on Crime and Deviance. This 
is a fascinating area of study where we aim to explore the functions and 
explanations of crime, as well as the impacts on society. We look into detailed 
statistics to prove or disprove sociological theories on this subject.

As well as this, research methods are once again studied in a much broader sense. 
Students gain a detailed understanding of how to undertake and evaluate 
sociological research. They then learn to apply varying sociological perspectives to 
this to see how research is affected.

Written exam: 2 hours containing a range of short and longer mark essay questions

SOCIOLOGY
A LEVEL

WHERE WILL SOCIOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?
Career choices are diverse and 
depend largely on individual 
student interests. Although 
teaching and research are the 
largest areas of employment for 
sociologists, students may find 
careers in applied or clinical 
sociology including government 
administration, social services,  
non-profit organizations,  
private business, education  
and health care. 

“ SOCIOLOGY HAS 
ALLOWED ME TO HAVE A 
GREATER UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE VARIOUS 
INSTITUTIONS IN SOCIETY 
THROUGH LOOKING AT 
TOPICS SUCH AS THE 
FAMILY, THE MEDIA AND 
EDUCATION, AS WELL THE 
REASONING BEHIND 
SPECIFIC THEORIES LINKED 
TO THESE. THESE MAY 
SEEM OBVIOUS, BUT THEY 
ALL HAVE A VARIETY OF 
PERSPECTIVES BEHIND THE 
CAUSES, EFFECTS AND 
EXPLANATIONS OF THE 
GOINGS ON IN SOCIETY.” 

Benjamin Atkins
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WHY STUDY BUSINESS STUDIES
Business Studies help develop a critical understanding of different organisations, and 
the challenges and issues of starting a business. It gives you the awareness of the 
different departments, the strategies they consider and the process of decision 
making and managing change. You will research business theories and apply this 
knowledge to real companies, gaining a real insight into how business works.

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS 
Business A Level from AQA covers a wide range of topics across the two years 
including the core functions of business:-

1.  Finance – understanding financial performance and analysis of  
financial accounts

2.  Marketing – understanding marketing objectives and development of  
marketing strategies and campaigns

3.  Operations – understanding the wide role operations has on the delivery  
of a successful business

4.  Human Resources – understanding leadership, management of people  
in an organisation

Students will cover ten different units of work over the two year course, 
understanding the core functions in detail, as well as the associated business 
theories and management strategies that are used by organisations around the 
world.  There is a continued focus to keep the study of business relevant, so as part 
of the study of business it is essential to watch the news and be aware of what is 
going in the world as lessons will be applied to real world companies. Also there is a 
great emphasis on quantitative skills to enable the interpretation, manipulation and 
evaluation of data from business case studies so a keen interest in money would be 
an advantage. 

BUSINESS STUDIES
A LEVEL

WHERE WILL BUSINESS 
STUDIES TAKE YOU?
A-Level Business develops many 
transferable skills including decision-
making, team working, and 
commercial acumen. It is therefore 
appropriate for almost any chosen 
career path. In particular, roles in 
management, accountancy/ 
finance, marketing, human 
resources. It’s ideal for those 
interested in vocational 
opportunities including 
management programmes with 
large corporates, sponsored 
degrees and apprenticeship 
schemes. In addition the 
independent and analytical 
thinking nature of the course 
prepares you well for further study 
at university.

“ BUSINESS IS AN 
INTERNATIONALLY 
ACKNOWLEDGED 
SUBJECT WHICH CAN 
RELATE TO MANY 
DIFFERENT THINGS IN LIFE, 
FROM BUYING FAST FOOD 
TO THE ADVERTS WE 
WATCH ON TV. EVEN IF 
YOUR GOAL ISN’T TO SET 
START UP YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS, IT PROVIDES 
YOU WITH THE 
UNDERSTANDING AND 
SKILLS THAT ARE ESSENTIAL 
FOR ENTERING THE 
BUSINESS WORLD. THIS IS 
KNOWLEDGE THAT WILL 
STAY WITH ME FOR LIFE.”

  Darcy Clark
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BUSINESS STUDIES
LEVEL 3 BTEC

WHY STUDY BTEC BUSINESS STUDIES
BTEC Business is a vocational course designed to provide specialist work-related 
qualifications. This will give you the knowledge, understanding and skills you need to 
prepare for employment. Assessment will occur through assignments and external 
assessment. The content is similar to the A Level, with an increasing level of challenge 
due to both internal and external assessment pieces. There will be visits to companies 
to help learners with the opportunity to relate their work to real businesses.

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS 
The Business BTEC Extended Certificate is equivalent to one A Level. Over the two-
year course students will study the following: 

4 Units of work -  2 externally assessed – Exam and Controlled Assessment 
2 internally assessed - Assignments marked by Trinity teachers 

YEAR 12

Unit 1   Exploring Business - (Internally Assessed assignment)
  Understanding different types of businesses this will encompass  

research on two businesses.  
 Understanding how they are set up, their purpose and customers.

Unit 3  Personal and Business Finance – (Externally Assessed –  
EXAM in May of year 12)*

  Understanding the role of money, savings accounts, insurance  
for an individual . 

  Understanding the role of finance for businesses  - cash flow, 
 revenue, costs and profit.

YEAR 13

Unit 4  Recruitment and Selection – (Internally Assessed Assignment – marked by 
Trinity teacher)  

   Understand the process businesses must follow when employing people – 
include job advert writing, CV skills, interview skills.

Unit 2  Developing a Marketing Campaign – (Controlled Assessment – Externally 
marked by BTEC)

   Report to be written under controlled conditions on an unknown business 
marketing campaign. 

 *Opportunity to retake exam in Year 13

WHERE WILL BTEC BUSINESS 
STUDIES TAKE YOU?
Business BTEC is an applied 
qualification. It aims to teach the 
relevant skills needed for higher 
education, and ultimately to 
employment in the business sector. 
Due to the nature of the world of 
business, there are a number of 
paths this course guides you 
towards such as within finance, 
marketing and human resources. 
Whatever your chosen career path 
after Sixth Form, the skills learnt in 
BTEC Business are invaluable.

“  I WOULD RECOMMEND BTEC 
BUSINESS TO ANYONE 
WANTING TO GAIN 
EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS SUCH 
AS ORGANISATION SKILLS, 
COMMUNICATION, 
PRESENTING AND TEAM 
WORKING. THE 
ASSIGNMENTS CAN BE 
CHALLENGING BUT THE END 
RESULT IS YOU FEEL 
PREPARED FOR THE WORLD 
OF WORK, APPRENTICESHIPS 
OR FURTHER STUDIES INTO 
ACCOUNTANCY, 
MARKETING OR HUMAN 
RESOURCES.”

Finley Uphill
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WHY STUDY FRENCH?
Languages are all around us; they are used in so many situations whether at work, 
on holiday or just casually in day-to-day life - we live in a multilingual global society. 
Studying French gives you the tools to share your views in a responsive and fun 
environment and allows you to explore diverse and interesting subjects including 
music, film and technology to gain a greater understanding of contemporary 
culture abroad. With the assurance of skilled, friendly teachers you will be able to 
communicate effectively and acquire an interest in another country. 

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS
French A-level builds upon your existing knowledge gained at GCSE, giving you a 
sound understanding of using your language in a variety of contexts and situations - 
at home, abroad, with friends or in the workplace. The emphasis of the A-level in 
French  course focuses on improving communication through different means as 
well as being able to use it in a variety of situations, developing your key skills areas 
and most importantly to encourage you to fall in love with learning languages.

The aim of the A-level French course is to help you to develop an interest in speaking 
a foreign language, to gain awareness of the need to speak a different language, 
to appreciate the nature and diversity of different cultures and people and to 
acquire knowledge, skills and understanding for practical use, further study and 
employment.

The emphasis of the A-level French course focuses on improving communication in 
your foreign language through different means as well as being able to use it in a 
variety of situations.

The A Level course has four main elements: 
• Aspects of current trends in French-Speaking society. 
• Aspects of current issues in French-Speaking society. 
• Artistic culture in the French-Speaking world 
• Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world 

The course is linear and students will sit three exams.
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Translation 
• Comprehension of the language is assessed in this paper.
• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes, 
• 50% of A-level

Paper 2: Writing 
• A written piece on a text and a film or two texts from the list set in the specification 

• Grammar is also assessed in the Writing paper.
• Written exam: 2 hours 
• 20% of A-level

 Paper 3: Speaking 
•  Students undertake and discuss an individual research project in the  

Speaking assessment 
• One of four sub-themes will also be discussed. 
• Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time) 
• 30% of A-level

FRENCH
A LEVEL

WHERE WILL FRENCH  
TAKE YOU? 
Studying a Language at A Level 
prepares you for the critical and 
imaginative aspects of a degree or 
career. Many universities seek the 
skills you show with a qualification in 
a Modern Language, An A Level in 
French is regarded highly by 
businesses and having a language 
to A Level standard can increase 
your salary from 8 to 20% and gives 
you a head start on other potential 
employees especially to any 
company who does international 
business, therefore studying French 
A Level helps you to contend in 
today’s competitive job market. 

Jobs in fields such as: journalism, the 
media, business, international 
relations, education and travel 
recognise the level of achievement 
in learning French, and of course, 
opportunities to work abroad are 
abundant!

“ I HAVE WITNESSED FIRST-
HAND HOW IMPORTANT 
LEARNING A FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE CAN BE. I 
CHOSE FRENCH BECAUSE 
IT IS REALLY IMPORTANT 
FOR ME TO BE ABLE TO 
TALK TO DIFFERENT PEOPLE 
AND UNDERSTAND THEIR 
CULTURE AND 
TRADITIONS.” 

  Kara Westlake
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WHY STUDY GERMAN? 
The study of German at A level is valuable in developing communication skills and 
critical thinking, in gaining an insight into other societies and cultures that can only 
be achieved through the language and in enriching the lives of students. Studying 
German gives you the tools to share your views in a responsive and fun environment 
and allows you to explore diverse and interesting subjects including music, film and 
technology to gain a greater understanding of contemporary culture abroad. With 
the assurance of skilled, friendly teachers you will be able to communicate 
effectively and acquire an interest in another country.  

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS
Studying German at A-level will continue to build upon your existing knowledge 
gained at GCSE, giving you a sound understanding of using your language in a 
variety of contexts and situations - at home, abroad, with friends or in the workplace. 
The emphasis of the A-level German course focuses on improving communication in 
your foreign language through different means as well as being able to use it in a 
variety of situations, developing your key skills areas and most importantly to 
encourage you to fall in love with learning languages.

The aim of the A-level German course is to help you to develop an interest in 
speaking a foreign language, to gain awareness of the need to speak foreign 
languages, to appreciate the nature and diversity of different cultures and people 
and to acquire knowledge, skills and understanding for practical use, further study 
and employment.

The emphasis of the A-level language course focuses on improving communication 
in your foreign language through different means as well as being able to use it in a 
variety of situations.

The A Level course has four main elements: 
• Aspects of current trends in the German-speaking society. 
• Aspects of current issues in the German-speaking society. 
• Artistic culture in the German-speaking world 
• Aspects of political life in the German-speaking -speaking world 

The course is linear and students will sit three exams.
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Translation 
• Comprehension of the language is assessed in this paper.
• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes, 
• 50% of A-level

Paper 2: Writing 
• A written piece on a text and a film or two texts from the list set in the specification 

• Grammar is also assessed in the Writing paper.
• Written exam: 2 hours 
• 20% of A-level

 Paper 3: Speaking 
•  Students undertake and discuss an individual research project in the  

Speaking assessment 
• One of four sub-themes will also be discussed. 
• Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time) 
• 30% of A-level

GERMAN
A LEVEL

WHERE WILL GERMAN  
TAKE YOU? 
Studying German at A Level 
prepares you for the critical and 
imaginative aspects of a degree or 
career. Many universities seek the 
skills you show with a qualification in 
a Modern Language, An A Level in 
German is regarded highly by 
businesses and having a language 
to A Level standard can increase 
your salary from 8 to 20%, giving 
you a head start on other potential 
employees especially to any 
company who does international 
business, therefore studying an A 
Level in German helps you to 
contend in today’s competitive job 
market. 

Jobs in fields such as: journalism, the 
media, business, international 
relations, education and travel 
recognise the level of achievement 
in learning a Language, and of 
course, opportunities to work 
abroad are abundant!

“ I CHOSE GERMAN 
BECAUSE IT IS INCREDIBLY 
USEFUL TO BE ABLE TO 
SPEAK AND UNDERSTAND 
A DIFFERENT LANGUAGE. 
NO MATTER WHAT CAREER 
PATH YOU CHOOSE, 
COMMUNICATION WILL 
PLAY A BIG PART IN YOUR 
JOB.” 

Josh Davis   



WHY STUDY HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
You should study Health and Social Care if you are interested in pursuing a career in 
any area of health, care or the social sector. Heath and Social Care will not only 
provide you with the chance to build awareness and understanding of 
contemporary issues in health and social care but learning skills essential for higher 
education and the world of work.

COURSE CONTENT
The mandatory units for this course are:

• Unit 1: Human Lifespan Development. This unit cover physical, intellectual, 
emotional and social development across the human lifespan and the factors 
affecting development and the effects of ageing.

• Unit 2: Working in Health and Social Care. This unit allows students to explore what 
it is like to work in the Health and Social Care sector, including the roles and 
responsibilities of workers and organisations.

• Unit 5: Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs. This unit focuses on the 
principles and practicalities that underpin meeting individuals’ care and support 
needs, which are the foundation of all the care disciplines.

The optional unit: Unit 12 Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs.  This unit 
allows students to explore the role of health and social care services in providing 
care and support to individuals with additional needs.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS
The assessment process for this qualification will require two internally set and 
marked unit assignments and two externally set and marked written exams. 
Assessment style tasks and exam practice will occur throughout the course to ensure 
key skills are mastered in preparation for each assessment.  

HEALTH AND  
SOCIAL CARE

LEVEL 3 BTEC

WHERE WILL HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL CARE TAKE YOU?
This course is suitable for those 
considering a range of careers, be 
it direct employment or entry in to 
further education. 

If taken alongside

•  A Level Biology, this could lead to 
a BSc (Hons) in Nursing or 
Midwifery 

•  A Level Sociology, this could lead 
to a BA (Hons) in Social Work 

•  BTEC Sport, this could lead to a 
BSc (Hons) in Physiotherapy 

•  A Level Psychology, this could 
lead to a BSc (Hons) in 
Psychology

“ STUDYING HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL CARE WILL 
PROVIDE ME WITH THE 
TOOLS AND EXPERIENCE 
TO PURSUE MY DREAM 
JOB, WHICH IS TO CARE 
FOR SICK CHILDREN.”

  Kara Hitchman
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WHY STUDY ART AND DESIGN
This is an exciting new course which will enable you to study a wide and varied Art 
curriculum. You will learn to explore ideas, experiment with materials, produce 
exciting, ambitious pieces in response to project briefs and exhibit your work. If you 
have imaginative ideas and enjoy creating original work you will find this course 
interesting and challenging.  

COURSE CONTENT
This course has a hands on approach and aims to give you a broad range of skills, 
taught through interesting and highly engaging units of work which will challenge 
and stretch individuals whilst enabling you to develop your expertise and talents. The 
course is made up of units of work which have been hand-picked to suit the 
individual strengths and interests of our students. Each unit offers an opportunity to 
learn a new skill and you will be required to respond to a brief, communicate with a 
client and work to produce exciting final pieces. Throughout the course you will be 
introduced to a variety of techniques that reflect current practice within the world of 
Art and Design; you will experience printmaking, photography and sculpture. The 
work of influential artists will be studied and used to enable you to refine technique 
and gain a wide range of different artistic influences. The broad spectrum of briefs 
explored throughout the course are closely linked to the Art and Design industry and 
are sure to give an insight into the possibilities available to you in the future.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS
• All qualification content will be internally assessed through centre-set assignments 

created by Trinity staff

• There is no externally set exam

• The course consists of 9 units of work of which one is mandatory

• Units are assessed using a grading scale of Distinction, Merit, Pass and Unclassified. 

• Full qualifications are graded using a scale of P (Pass) to D* (Distinction*)

This course can be studied alongside Graphic Design and/or 3D design to achieve a 
Level 3 Diploma or Extended Diploma in Art and Design. 

ART AND DESIGN
LEVEL 3  

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS 

WHERE WILL ART AND 
DESIGN TAKE YOU?
This qualification could lead to a 
higher education course in Art 
and Design related courses such 
as fine art, fashion, digital arts or 
3D design and if studied 
alongside other subjects, could 
lead to non-Art and Design 
related degree programmes. The 
variety of skills studied will help 
you gain sought after 
communication skills, enabling 
access to apprenticeships and 
Art and Design related careers; 
for example photographer, 
sculptor or costume designer.

“ THIS SUBJECT ALLOWS 
YOU A FREEDOM OF 
EXPRESSION WHICH YOU 
DON’T GET IN MANY 
OTHER SUBJECTS. I ENJOY 
USING THE DIFFERENT 
MEDIUMS TO PRODUCE 
WORK THAT UNTIL 
RECENTLY I DIDN’T KNOW I 
WAS CAPABLE OF 
PRODUCING. I FEEL WELL 
SUPPORTED AND 
ENCOURAGED BUT I AM 
ALSO CHALLENGED TO 
RESEARCH DIFFERENT 
ARTISTS AND USE NEW 
TECHNIQUES.”

  Megan Vass
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WHY STUDY GRAPHIC DESIGN
This course aims to broaden your experience of graphic design, explore new 
possibilities and test your creative boundaries. Students are supported to develop 
fundamental skills in research and creative thinking through briefs which introduce a 
range of skills and processes within graphic design. Take the opportunity to be 
inspired, think creatively, respond to change, be innovative, captivate, articulate 
and inspire!

COURSE CONTENT
This course is specifically designed to reflect current trends and practices within the 
Graphic Design sector. You will be working on live briefs and responding to client 
requirements as you would in industry. This unique course allows you to gain much 
more relevant skills and greater subject knowledge when pursuing future education 
or employment. Over the course of two years you will be completing units on 
illustration, design for advertising, corporate identity and character design and 
creation. You will be required to use a variety of different computer packages 
including Photoshop and Illustrator and will be looking at the use of graphics within 
animation. Each unit is taught through centre-set briefs which are designed 
specifically to suit the strengths and interests of the students taking the course. You 
will look at current designers and will be required to exhibit your work at a public 
viewing. Each unit allows you to build the skills and confidence needed to produce 
high quality responses to a set brief. You will be encouraged to work imaginatively 
and take inspiration from designers past and present. The broad spectrum of 
expertise covered by the course will help you to develop your own individual style.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS
• All qualification content will be internally assessed through centre-set assignments 

created by Trinity staff
• There is no externally set exam
• The course consists of 9 units of work of which one is mandatory
• Units are assessed using a grading scale of Distinction, Merit, Pass and Unclassified. 

• Full qualifications are graded using a scale of P (Pass) to D* (Distinction*)

This course can be studied alongside Art and Design and/or 3D Design to achieve a 
Level 3 Diploma or Extended Diploma in Art and Design. 

GRAPHIC DESIGN
LEVEL 3  

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS 

WHERE WILL GRAPHIC 
DESIGN TAKE YOU?
This qualification could lead to a 
higher education course in Art and 
Design related courses such as set 
design, graphic design, illustration or 
3D design and if studied alongside 
other subjects, could lead to non-Art 
and Design related degree 
programmes. The variety of skills 
studied will help you gain sought 
after communication skills enabling 
access to apprenticeships and Art 
and Design related careers; for 
example, graphic designer or set 
designer.

“ GRAPHICS HAS ALLOWED 
ME TO DEVELOP THE WAY I 
LOOK AT THINGS, IT IS 
NOT JUST ABOUT 
PACKAGING IT IS INSTEAD 
ABOUT SEEING A DETAILED 
PICTURE OF COMPONENTS 
WITHIN EVERYDAY 
OBJECTS.” 

  Emma Goodwin
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WHY STUDY ART AND DESIGN
3D Design is a highly creative subject which allows you practical, hands-on 
experience of a wide range of materials and processes. You will be encouraged to 
take inspiration from a range of sources and use it to produce your own 3D 
outcomes. You will learn to work with precision and flair developing your own 
personal style along the way.

COURSE CONTENT
This course is specifically designed to give you a broad range of skills in 3D Design. 
You will be working with a wide range of materials including woods, metals and 
ceramics to produce highly imaginative final outcomes. Throughout the two years 
you will be studying a range of techniques including carving, constructing and 
modelling. You will look at how to respond to a client brief and learn how to 
produce 3D outcomes which reflect current trends and technologies. This practical 
subject will enable you to become familiar with a range of tools and techniques, 
helping you to develop as a designer and gain confidence in your chosen 
mediums. All units are centre-set which allows us to tailor projects to the strengths 
and interests of the students taking the course, allowing you more control over the 
topics you would like to cover in order to prepare you for your future career path. 
Skills learnt through this course will give you a great insight into current working 
practices within the Design Industry and will help you to develop your own unique 
style of working.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS
• All qualification content will be internally assessed through centre-set assignments 

created by Trinity staff

• There is no externally set exam

• The course consists of 9 units of work of which one is mandatory

• Units are assessed using a grading scale of Distinction, Merit, Pass and Unclassified. 

• Full qualifications are graded using a scale of P (Pass) to D* (Distinction*)

This course can be studied alongside Graphic Design and/or 3D design to achieve  
a Level 3 Diploma or Extended Diploma in Art and Design. 

3D DESIGN
LEVEL 3  

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS 

WHERE WILL 3D DESIGN 
TAKE YOU?
This qualification could lead to a 
higher education course in Art and 
Design related courses such as 
Product Design, Interior Design, 
Illustration or Graphics and if 
studied alongside other subjects, 
could lead to non-Art and Design 
related degree programmes. The 
variety of skills studied will help you 
gain sought after communication 
skills enabling access to 
apprenticeships and Art and 
Design related careers; for 
example, graphic designer or set 
designer.

“ THIS IS A UNIQUE SUBJECT 
THAT TEACHES A SPECIFIC 
SKILL SET. IT IS FAR MORE 
PRACTICAL THAN OTHER A 
LEVELS WHICH IS VERY 
REFRESHING. WITH A HIGH 
AMOUNT OF WORKSHOP 
TIME THE SUBJECT BECOMES 
VERY REWARDING SEEING 
IDEAS COME TO FRUITION. 3D 
DESIGN HAS ALSO GIVEN ME 
A BETTER UNDERSTANDING 
OF DESIGN HISTORY AND 
PRODUCT EVOLUTION.”

  Peter Jewell
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WHY STUDY DANCE 
The BTEC National Diploma in Dance will help you develop a wide range of new skills 
and refine existing talents. This vocational course will give you practical experience 
of the dance industry; participating in technique classes, choreographing for 
performances and performing in the community and investigating practitioners 
work. This is a great choice if you want to work in the Performing Arts industry or if you 
love Dance. 

COURSE CONTENT
Choreography and performance are at the heart of our course. “Investigating 
Practitioners Work” helps our students develop analytical skills that are essential 
when studying Dance at university. “Developing Skills and Techniques for Live 
Performance”, “Final Live Performance to an Audience” and “Group Performance 
Workshop”, are assessed through live performances at internal and external events 
such as Breakout and Trinity Dance Festival. Through studying “Performing Arts in the 
Community” and “Individual Performance Commission” our students become 
confident and mature choreographers, creating work for students in events such as 
House Performing Arts and for one of the many lower school Dance Companies. 
The work is then toured to local primary schools. Technique is refined through units on 
“Jazz Dance” and “Developing Contemporary Dance”. You will be challenged with 
Cunningham, Graham, Horton and Release based techniques. .  

ASSESSMENT DETAILS
Assessment for this course is predominantly practical; two units are internally 
assessed and two are externally assessed. For the internally assessed units you will 
need to collect evidence of your work for a portfolio. This will need to include film 
and photographs of technique lessons, workshops, rehearsals and performances, a 
reflective diary, rehearsal schedules, research, programmes from shows visited, etc. 
You will also be set essays, research tasks and presentations. For the externally 
assessed units you will be assessed through practical work, portfolios and 
examinations within a timeframe as outlined by the exam board.

DANCE
LEVEL 3 BTEC

WHERE WILL DANCE  
TAKE YOU?
This course is ideal if you want to go 
on to university to study Dance or 
the Performing Arts; it is also 
excellent for students who wish to go 
on to Vocational Dance Schools. This 
can lead to working in the 
Performing Arts industry as a 
performer, teacher, freelance artist, 
manager, arts therapist, to name but 
a few.

“ BTEC DANCE HAS 
ALLOWED ME TO EXTEND 
AND REFINE MY 
PRACTICAL DANCE 
ABILITY. I HAVE EXPLORED 
AND APPRECIATED A 
WIDE RANGE OF DANCE 
STYLES. BTEC DANCE HAS 
HELPED ME TO DEVELOP 
IN CONFIDENCE 
THROUGH THE WIDE 
RANGE OF PRACTICAL 
OPPORTUNITIES I HAVE 
BEEN GIVEN AND 
THROUGH THE RANGE OF 
PERFORMANCE 
OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED. I 
HAVE DEVELOPED IN 
CONFIDENCE AS A 
DANCER AND 
RECOMMEND THE 
COURSE FOR ANYONE 
WHO HAS A PASSION FOR 
DANCE OR MIGHT BE 
CONSIDERING TAKING A 
PATHWAY THROUGH THE 
ARTS.”

Jasmine Turner
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WHY STUDY DRAMA AND THEATRE
You will develop a range of new skills and refine existing talents. From day one you 
take ownership of all of your work. The course is challenging, creative and thought 
provoking. You will devise and explore texts and practitioners from both a theoretical 
and practical view point, encouraging appreciation of a broad range of dramatic 
styles and techniques.  

COURSE CONTENT
Component 1: Drama and theatre. 
In this unit, students will study and explore practically two set plays, one from List A and 
one from List B. The plays in List A have been chosen to represent significant drama 
through the ages and include Bertolt Brecht’s ‘The Caucasion Chalk Circle’ amongst 
others. The play chosen will be explored through the perspective of a range of roles. 
The plays in List B represent 20th and 21st century drama. These include plays by 
Tennessee Williams ‘The Glass Menagerie’ and Steven Berkoff ‘Metamorphosis’. The 
chosen play will be explored through the eyes of a director, performer and designer. 
Alongside this, students will explore live theatre, researching into live events that they 
will attend and then to analyse constructively what they see.  

Component 2: Creating original drama (practical)
Students will contribute to a devised piece of drama in a live theatre context for an 
audience. They will achieve this through being either a performer, director or 
designer. They will have to be able to realise the artistic intention of the devised 
piece and communicate this to the audience. Alongside this students will learn how 
to create and develop devised ideas successfully. This will be outlined in their 
individual Working Notebook.

Component 3: Making theatre (practical)
Students will practically explore three extracts each taken from a different play. For 
extract three, the methodology of the practitioner will need to be applied and this is 
to be used as the final assessed piece. Alongside this practical investigation and 
performance, students will be required to complete a reflective report which 
analyses the interpretation of all three extracts.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS
Component 1: Drama and Theatre. This is worth 40% of your final grade. The final 
assessment will take place in the June of Year 13 where you will complete a 3 hour 
written exam; you will be required to complete 3 sections of the paper.

Component 2: Creating Original Drama (practical). This is worth 30% of your final 
grade. The final assessment is based upon your Working Notebook (40 marks) and 
devised performance (20 marks). This will be marked by your Drama teacher and 
moderated by the exam board.

Component 3: Making Theatre (practical). This is worth 30% of your final grade. The 
final assessment will be comprised of a performance of Extract three (40 marks) and 
reflective report (20 marks). This unit is externally assessed.  

Throughout your A Level course, continual assessment will take place to ensure 
progress is being made. This will take the form of practical activities, practice exam 
questions and mock examinations.

DRAMA AND THEATRE 
A LEVEL

WHERE CAN ACTING  
TAKE YOU? 
This course lays the foundation for a 
range of further study. A Level 
Drama and Theatre will begin to 
prepare you for a career in Theatre, 
Film or Television; it will also be very 
useful if you are considering 
becoming a teacher or working in 
Drama or Art Therapy. For anyone 
hoping to work within Public 
Relations, this course will help you to 
develop the confidence and flair 
necessary for success throughout 
life. A Level Drama and Theatre is a 
course which will prepare you to 
take your exploration of the subject 
further into higher education; this 
might be going to university or 
attending a specialist Drama 
school.

“ DRAMA HAS HELPED ME 
TO DEVELOP MY 
PRACTICAL SKILLS 
BUILDING ON MY GCSE. I 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO WORK 
WITH OTHER ACTORS IN 
THE CLASS TO DEVISE 
PERFORMANCES. DRAMA 
HAS ALSO HELPED ME TO 
BUILD CONFIDENCE 
WHICH IS ESSENTIAL!”  

Reuben Spencer
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WHY STUDY MUSIC?
Music A level allows you to explore your passion for the subject through performance, 
composition and analysing a wide range of musical styles. You will extend and build 
upon your knowledge from GCSE to become a more confident and technically 
advanced performer as well as refining your skills in composition. These will be 
developed alongside building a comprehensive understanding of musical history. 

COURSE CONTENT
This is a brand new, exciting specification. All your work will link to one or more of the 
7 areas of study: Western Classical Traditions 1650 – 1910, Pop Music, Music for 
Media, Music for Theatre, Jazz, Contemporary Traditional Music and Art Music Since 
1910. Throughout the course you will be continually assessed by your teacher and 
supported in ensuring you are making progress. You will be expected to spend a 
minimum of one hour extra per week in the music department in order to make use 
of the technology needed in order to fulfil the composition requirements. 

Component 1: Appraising Music
This comprises of a 2 ½ hour exam, taken at the end of your A Level qualification. It will 
test your musical knowledge and understanding of a range of elements, contexts and 
genres based on the chosen focus areas of study. The exam consists of a mixture of 
listening, short and extended essay questions. The compulsory unit of study is Western 
Classical Traditions 1650 – 1910, where you will explore music of the Baroque, Classical 
and Romantic Eras. Within this, you will explore set study pieces in detail, including the 
solo concertos of Purcell, Vivaldi and Bach and various aria and recitative from 
Mozart’s opera ‘The Marriage of Figaro’. There are two further areas of study which will 
be explored; Music for Film (exploring the music of Bernard Hermann, Hans Zimmer 
and Michael Giachinno) and Music for Theatre (exploring the music of Stephen 
Sondheim, Rodgers and Hammerstein and Claude Michel Schonberg).

Component 2: Performance
It will be expected that you continue with music lessons during your A Level in order to 
prepare to perform a recital lasting a minimum of 10 minutes in the March of Year 13. 

Component 3: Composition
For this you are required to complete two compositions, one a free composition and 
one based on a brief set by the exam board. Each composition must have a 
programme note alongside it which will clearly outline the composition intention. 
You will be required to produce a score and mp3 recording of each composition.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 
Component 1: Appraising. This is worth 40% of your final A Level grade. It is assessed 
via a 2 ½ hour listening exam in the June of Year 13. Prior to this, you will complete 
mock exam papers and practice questions to ensure you are fully prepared for this 
exam and to support your development and musical understanding.

Component 2: Performance. This is worth 35% of your final A Level grade. Your final 
performance will take place between 1st March and 7th May in Year 13 and must 
last a minimum of 10 minutes. 

Component 3: Composition. This is worth 25% of your final A Level grade. You will 
complete two compositions; a free composition and a composition set to a brief. 
The compositions must last for a minimum of 4 ½ minutes combined.

MUSIC
A LEVEL

WHERE CAN MUSIC  
TAKE YOU?
Music A Level can take you to 
university to extend and refine your 
musical skills further; it is a well-
regarded A Level by universities.  
It could lead you into teaching 
music in school or university or into 
instrumental teaching. It can  
lead you into working for an arts 
organisation or working within  
the Performing Arts industry.

“ SINGING AND MUSIC 
HAVE ALWAYS BEEN A BIG 
PART OF MY LIFE. MUSIC  
A LEVEL HAS GIVEN ME 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO  
BE ABLE TO FURTHER MY 
TECHNIQUE AND SKILL  
AS A SINGER AND TO 
BROADEN MY MUSICAL 
KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING.”

Eleanor Topley
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“ I HAD NEVER REALISED THE 
POLITICAL WEIGHT 
GOVERNING THE 
PRODUCTION OF MEDIA. 
LEARNING ABOUT THIS 
HAS HELPED ME TO CRAFT 
MY A LEVEL PORTFOLIO AT 
A MUCH MORE 
SOPHISTICATED 
STANDARD.”

Dominic De Monte  

WHY STUDY MEDIA?
The Media interprets the world around you, for you, offering many constructions of 
‘reality’. The Media studies course encourages you to analyse and challenge these 
accepted views through exploration of theoretical standpoints, and application in 
the form of practical media production.

COURSE CONTENT
The course includes detailed analysis of still and moving images to explore and 
develop an understanding of how Media constructs reveal deeper ideas and 
attitudes in contemporary societies. In order to explore a wide variety of concepts 
and media languages, we look at a range of media texts, including TV, film, 
magazines, newspapers and various forms of advertising. It is not always necessary 
to have studied Media Studies at GCSE but, as there is a good deal of essay writing 
involved, success in English or another essay based subject, such as History, would 
be expected. The course is assessed through two coursework assignments and two 
examinations, across the two years.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS
• 30% of the A-Level is coursework-style assessment which provides opportunities for 

students to pursue their own areas of interest through creation of a statement of 
intent, alongside a cross-media production. The coursework style assessment 
assesses students on their application of knowledge and understanding of the 
theoretical frameworks, as well as their ability to create media products.

• The additional 70% is covered across 2 final examinations:

Media One assesses in two areas:

• Section A assesses understanding of Media Language and Media representations. 
Questions in this section will test advertising and marketing, alongside music video.

• Section B assesses Media Industries and Media Audiences. Questions in this section 
can test any two of the following forms: radio, newspapers, or film.

• Media 1 is a 2 hour, written examination, worth 84 marks constituting 35% of the  
A Level.

Media Two assesses in one further area:

• Questions will focus on the in-depth media forms of television, magazines and 
online, social and participatory media/video games.

• There is one medium length, unseen analysis question. There are then a further 3 
essay questions, one of which is an extended response question and one of which 
is a synoptic question.

• Media 2 is a 2 hour, written examination, worth 84 marks constituting 35% of the  
A Level.

MEDIA STUDIES
A LEVEL

WHERE WILL MEDIA STUDIES 
TAKE YOU? 
Media is increasingly recognised as 
an academic subject, with many 
practical applications and, as such, 
is recognised for the critical analysis, 
complex thinking and practical skills 
which contribute to all facets of this 
subject. Media Studies will help you 
get onto higher education courses 
if you wish to pursue Media and 
related fields of TV/film/print, etc. It 
is also an excellent complement to 
studies such as English/English 
Literature or Sociology.
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WHY STUDY SPORT 
Sport is currently one of the fastest-growing industries in the UK and offers a huge 
range of professions. These can be from grass-roots level, all the way through to 
international level, and can focus on improving own or others performance. The 
BTEC L3 Extended Certificate in Sport provides students with countless opportunities 
to increase their knowledge and understanding within Sport.

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT DETAILS 
Did you know England Rugby star Jack Nowell studied a BTEC and Team GB gymnast 
Rebecca Tunney and swimmer Molly Renshaw are both studying a BTEC National in 
Sport? And it’s not just professional athletes who are winning with BTEC; there are 
thousands of talented coaches and trainers out there enjoying successful careers 
thanks to their BTEC National in Sport. If you want a hands-on course that gives you the 
opportunity to develop the practical skills and specialist knowledge that you’ll need to 
kick-start your career, then BTEC Nationals are a winning choice for you!

The BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Sport has been developed to prepare 
students for the challenges they’ll face in Higher Education or employment. Designed 
in collaboration with experts spanning the sports industry, the qualification focuses on 
the skills, knowledge and industry understanding that today’s universities and 
employers demand. Students will develop professional and social skills through 
interaction with performers, clients and team mates, as well as theoretical knowledge 
and understanding to underpin these skills. When it comes to progression or 
employment, students will understand the variety of opportunities available to them, 
and the roles and responsibilities of businesses and organisations within the sports 
sector. This will give them a clear idea about where they might like to take their career 
and what progression routes they’d like to follow.

Students will study the following units - 
1. Anatomy and Physiology
2. Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being
3. Professional Development in the Sport Industry
4. Application of Fitness Testing

The course is assessed through a wide variety of methods. Two units will be externally 
assessed, including one written exam and one pre-released task, which will be set 
and marked by the exam board. The remaining units will be internally assessed using 
assessment methods such as written reports, logbooks, presentations and practical 
performance. Each individual unit is graded Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction *. 
On successful completion of the Diploma it is possible to progress into Higher 
Education to study in the following areas:
• Sport and Exercise Studies
• Physical Education Teaching (primary and secondary)
• Sport Therapy
• Coaching Science
• Health, Sport Performance and Nutrition
• Sport Development
• Fitness Instructor/Personal Trainer 

Past students have gone onto Higher Education on one of the many sports degree 
courses available, or have obtained employment within the fitness industry, sport 
development centres or community football coaches.

SPORT
LEVEL 3 BTEC

WHERE WILL SPORT  
TAKE YOU? 
The course will meet the needs of 
those aspiring to a career in sport 
(coaching, sports therapy, sports 
nutrition and conditioning etc.) and 
the health and leisure industry. The 
course not only serves as a route to 
full time employment within sports 
related fields, it is also a proven 
progression route to Higher 
Education.

“ I CHOSE TO STUDY BTEC 
SPORT BECAUSE I HAVE 
ALWAYS HAD A PASSION 
FOR SPORT. I HAVE USED 
THE KNOWLEDGE AND 
SKILLS DEVELOPED IN MY 
LESSONS TO DEVELOP MY 
FUTURE CAREER IN 
COACHING. STUDYING 
BTEC SPORT HAS OPENED 
UP A LOT MORE CAREER 
PATHS, AND WITH THE HELP 
FROM PE DEPARTMENT 
I’VE BEEN GIVEN ENDLESS 
OPPORTUNITIES AND 
GUIDANCE.”

Molly Tillyer
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“ TRAVEL AND TOURISM IS A 
GREAT COURSE THAT 
OFFERS STUDENTS THE 
CHANCE TO EXPLORE THE 
MANY ASPECTS OF THE 
TOURIST INDUSTRY. THIS 
COURSE GIVES YOU 
TRANSFERABLE SKILLS 
WHICH CAN BE USED IN 
THIS INDUSTRY, OR OTHER 
AREAS OF BUSINESS. NOT 
ONLY DOES IT GIVE YOU 
KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING ABOUT 
THE WORLD, IT DEFINITELY 
OPENS UP A NUMBER OF 
CAREER PATHS THAT I HAD 
NOT CONSIDERED BEFORE.”

Harry Longton

WHY STUDY TRAVEL AND TOURISM?
Travel and Tourism has grown to be a popular option choice for students at Trinity. 
This is a two year course and the qualification is equivalent to one A-level. It is 
suitable for students who have a keen interest in Travel and/or Tourism. It is a 
dynamic subject that is constantly evolving and changing with people’s 
preferences on where they go on holiday, or making decisions on where to travel 
based on external factors beyond our control. If you have ever thought about a 
career in the travel, leisure or tourist industry, then this course provides you with the 
foundation for those vocations. Even if you haven’t, there are a wide variety of 
transferable skills that can be learnt that apply to a range of careers. 

COURSE CONTENT
The skills developed throughout the course underpin a wide range of employment 
opportunities and include technical skills, customer handling skills, oral 
communication, researching, problem solving and team work. These skills are highly 
valued by employers and along with the recognised qualification will help students 
enter into employment or onto higher education. There are also opportunities for 
vocational trips to allow students to put theory surrounding the Travel and Tourism 
industry into real world experience. There may also be visits to other local 
organisations or outside speakers. These visits help understand the business elements 
and attractions of certain destinations.  

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 
Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Travel and Tourism is the new 
BTEC National that we will be studying from 2018. The new course will follow other 
reformed BTECs where there is a greater emphasis on external assessment. There are 
three mandatory units of study, plus one optional one which will be decided closer 
to the course commencing: Core units (these must be studied) 1. The World of Travel 
and Tourism – Unit assessed via external exam 2. Global Destinations – Unit assessed 
externally via a set piece of work set by the exam board which students have a 
certain amount of time in which to complete 3. Managing the Customer Experience 
- an internally assessed assignment. 

TRAVEL AND TOURISM
LEVEL 3 BTEC

WHERE WILL TRAVEL AND 
TOURISM TAKE YOU? 
Since 2010 Tourism has been the 
fastest growing sector in the UK  
in employment terms. Britain is 
forecast to have a tourism industry 
worth over £257 billion by 2025.  
(Visit Britain)

On successful completion of a BTEC 
Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Travel 
& Tourism, students may progress 
into a growing employment market 
or continue their study in Travel & 
Tourism at a higher level or University.



SOCIAL AND ENRICHMENT EVENTS

The intimate nature of Trinity’s Sixth Form gives it a unique advantage in 
organising student run social events. The close-knit, inclusive community of our 
Sixth Form gives plenty of opportunities for making friends and socialising, 
epitomised by the end of year celebration of our Prom.

As well as the Prom, the Sixth Form organises meals, paintballing and theatre trips 
– a huge advantage of Trinity is the high level of student involvement in the Sixth 
Form. If there’s any social event people have interest in, you can be sure 
someone will organise it. In addition to these, there are academic events – 
regular University trips, along with numerous subject trips, such as to the Houses of 
Parliament and Iceland to name a couple.

There is also the opportunity to take part in World Challenge and Camps 
International, the most recent being an expedition to Sri Lanka with the next 
scheduled trip heading to Thailand.
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Every two years Trinity runs a showcase overseas trip. By popular demand, Easter 
2019 will see us returning to Iceland for a five day trip aimed at giving students the 
opportunity to see first-hand the incredible landscapes and geographical features 
which make the area unique. The tour includes visits to the famous Blue Lagoon, 
Gulfoss Waterfall, Sólheimajökull glacier (including a trek on the glacier surface), 
the Heimay volcano, and a visit to the Strokkur area of hot springs and geysers, as 
well as several other spectacular and unique areas of geographical interest.  

The trip will be of enormous help to those studying A Level Geography and Travel 
and Tourism, as it gives them first-hand experience of material covered in three of 
their exam topics (such as tectonics, rivers and cold environments). While the trip 
has a geographical focus, in the past it has proven popular and beneficial to all 
members of the sixth form community. Such is the range of natural features and 
stunning scenery in Iceland, we feel all should be given the opportunity to 
experience a landscape far removed from their everyday experiences in 
Newbury.

Our last visit was in 2017; our next big trip will be in 2019, either to Iceland or to 
some other part of the world famous for its spectacular opportunities for students 
to broaden their horizons. Iceland, Italy, or even California – the choice is ours. 
Where would you like to go…? 
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WORLD CHALLENGE 2017

This summer a group of Trinity students, joined with a group of students from 
Seaford Head, to explore Sri Lanka for two weeks.

Across our expedition we completed a number of tasks and challenges that 
tested us and pushed us out of our comfort zone. Within the two weeks we 
travelled to Negombo, Kandy, Nuwara Eliya, Dalhousie and Colombo. We 
completed a number of extremely challenging treks, Adams peak, to name one, 
really pushed us to our limits as it was a 10 hour climb and we reached a height 
of 2,243m after 5,500 steps. However, this was definitely worth it as we 
experienced some amazing views along the way and at the top, we felt very 
proud and had a strong feeling of accomplishment. Previously in the trip we 
travelled to Nuwara Eliya, to spend four days working and interacting with the 
local children and teachers of the school. We worked as a team to plan, 
construct and complete a range of improvements to the school. The community 
were all very welcoming and prepared a performance showing Sri Lanka’s true 
culture, which of course we thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated. It was an 
amazing and touching welcome to the school. In return, on the last day we 
created a small performance showing some of our British culture and gave them 
a range of small gifts that we brought with us. 

Sri Lanka’s culture itself was incredible to experience because it was such a 
contrast to what we are used to. We tried new foods, had to adapt to the hot 
climate and be considerate of their way of life and religion. It taught us new skills 
such as leadership and team work which were very testing at times, but has 
given us great abilities for the future. 

Even though this was such an amazing and life changing trip, it wouldn’t have 
been the same without the people we went with as they were all a good 
support system for the lows of the trip, such as feeling homesick and going 
through the tough times. However we have made some amazing friends from 
the other school who we continue to keep in touch with. 

Our world challenge trip to Sri Lanka was a challenging and fulfilling adventure 
that gave us lots of memories that will stick with us forever. 
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