
 

 

 

 

 

 
25th May 2017 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Challengers, 

 

The time for the expedition is drawing near! As of Monday the 22nd May, there are 52 days to 

go before we depart for Sri Lanka on the 14th July. Although everyone’s attention is focused 

on exams at the moment, there are a few key things to be aware of in the final weeks before 

the expedition.  

 

1. Meet the Leader conference – Friday 9th June 2017 (3:30pm-6:30pm) in HU5 

Our assigned leader, Julia Cartwright, is coming into school (along with Kate Jenkins 

from World Challenge) for three hours to meet the team and run through some 

important information about the itinerary, as well as going over the details of the 

build-up day. For the final 30 minutes (6-6:30) parents are invited to meet Julia and 

ask any questions from her wealth of experience of similar expeditions, as well as 

seeing a presentation from the team about the key points of the itinerary. Following 

this, there will be a short walk (approximately 90 minutes) up onto Snelsmore 

Common for the team to talk more informally with the leader. Parents are more than 

welcome on this as well! 

 

2. Departure/build-up day – 14th July 

The final itinerary has now been confirmed; we catch the evening flight from 

Heathrow to Colombo at 9:30pm on the 14th of July. As with all World Challenge 

expeditions, teams spend the day before the flight preparing as a group – we will go 

over the itinerary, conduct thorough kit checks, be briefed on key aspects of health 

and safety and, crucially, meet the other school with whom we are travelling. This will 

take place at the World Challenge head office in High Wycombe. We will arrange 

the transport from school to the offices; World Challenge staff will then take us to the 

airport. To that end, the team will need to meet at school at 8:30am on the morning 

of the 14th, so we can be on the road to High Wycombe by 9:00am. 

 

3. Visas 

All members of the expedition will need a tourist visa, otherwise known as an 

Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA). The cost is £35, and the whole process can be 

carried out online at the following link: www.eta.gov.lk. You will be issued with an ETA 

approval notice (by e-mail) which needs to be given (along with your passport) to 

the immigration officer when we arrive into Colombo. Ensure that you provide your 

own email address and phone number; if asked to provide an in-country address, 

please state the following address in Sri Lanka: Pinnagolla Estate Bungalow, 

Thalatuoya, 20200, Sri Lanka.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eta.gov.lk/


 

 

 

4. Myworldchallenge.com  

Hopefully you will have seen the online resource provided by World Challenge to 

help them organise themselves in the run-up to the expedition. You should have been 

provided information about this when you made the original booking; I strongly 

advise parents and students to log on and have a look – there is a huge amount of 

information about the itinerary, kit, travel and health arrangements, visas, and so on 

which they will need to be aware of. Students can also update health records and 

medical conditions that may have changed since last year. Please also check the 

information about vaccinations and malaria medication very carefully and make the 

necessary arrangements for you child.  

 

5. Kit 

The team will also need to start thinking about kit. Again, the website contains lots of 

information; I recommend starting to accumulate what you need sooner rather than 

later in order to avoid any last-minute panics! It will also allow time for pupils to break-

in and get used to their boots, bags etc. As you may be aware, members of World 

Challenge trips get a 20% discount at Cotswold Outdoor, which is well worth taking 

advantage of. 

 

6. Camping trip – 1st July 2017 

Finally, I am making arrangements to take the team to a local campsite 

(Britchcombe Farm campsite) on the 1st-2nd of July. This will be well after all the exams, 

and will be a good opportunity for us all to try out the kit, practice with the tents and 

cookers, and generally prepare for the expedition proper. I will be treating this as a 

mini-expedition: they will have to plan and pack what they think they will need; we 

will have a small budget with which they will need to organise and purchase the food 

for the weekend and there will be a walk along the Ridgeway with full packs to try 

out their kit. More information will be forthcoming at the session on the 9th of June, but 

for now, if students are able to come, the OHA4 form (attached) and payment of £28 

will need to be given in by the 16th June to the finance office. This trip will only be fully 

worthwhile if all the team are able to attend, so I would encourage the team to 

communicate with each other and confirm attendance as soon as possible.  

 

That covers everything for now; if there are any more questions, please do not hesitate to get 

in touch. Other than that, I look forward to seeing you all on the 9th June. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

W. Trent 

 

Mr W Trent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- 

 

I give permission for my child to attend the World Challenge training walk to Snelsmore 

Common on Friday 9th June  

 

I give permission for my child to attend the World Challenge training expedition to 

Britchcombe Farm campsite on the 1st and 2nd of July   

 

(please enclose payment of £28 and the attached OHA 4 form) 

 

Student Name: ………………………..   Tutor Group ……………….. 

 

Signed ……………………………………….. 

 

Date…………………………………………… 

 

Emergency Contact Number………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

   


