
 

 

 

  

 
July 2018 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

 

Ref: Welcome to Year 11 Evening 6th September 

 

It gives me great pleasure to introduce myself to you as your child’s Head of Year 11. 

My aims over the next year are to ensure that your child enjoys their final year in 

school uniform; has a clear idea of what they want to when they finish his or her 

GCSEs; and in August 2019, is proud of his or her GCSE results.  In less than a year, 

your child will have finished the last of their GCSE exams, and will be looking forward 

to a long, relaxing summer break. 

 

If you have had a child go through year 11 before, you will already know how 

stressful it is for students, and this year, due to the national changes in the exam 

system, we found that the level of difficulty has increased even further. You will have 

discussed your child’s progress with their teachers on parents evening, and it is 

important that we all do everything possible to ensure their potential is met. If your 

child meets their potential, they get more options for post 16 study, and put 

themselves in the best position for being able to choose their career choice for 

themselves. Please make a note of any tips the teachers gave you, and discuss with 

your child what they can be doing in addition to homework now to prepare 

themselves thoroughly. The next year will be a tough one for your child, and it is 

important that they are offered the right support at home, and at school.  

 

Over the last 3 weeks, I have personally met with every student in year 10. We 

discussed their goals for post 16 study, and began to discuss how to achieve these 

goals. Some students signed up for extra lessons and homework support in these 

meetings. If your child has signed up for these extra lessons, when the timetables are 

released in September, you will notice that your child will have a ‘period 6’ lesson. If 

these lessons are on your child’s timetable, they are compulsory lessons, and 

students are expected to treat them as such. Although absence from these will be 

extremely rare, if absence from period 6 lessons is required, you must phone through 

to the school absence line, and Mrs Thomas, our Education Welfare Officer, will 

record this absence.  

 

Part of supporting your child for a successful year next year, is to ensure that they do 

not forget all the valuable learning that has taken place over their long summer 

break. Therefore, on PSHE day, students collected a vast array of revision materials to 

help them retain their knowledge over the summer. I expect students to work 

through these packs over the course of the summer, so that they may come back 

fully prepared for year 11 in September (note - not before the summer, or indeed in 

the last few days of the holiday!)  

 

Finally, I would like to highlight the importance of your child having excellent 

attendance over the next year. National studies show that for every 5% of time lost 

from school, students achieve one grade lower in each of their subjects. Therefore, I 

cannot emphasise enough, how important it is now, to ensure that when your child is 



 

 

not feeling 100% committed to coming in, that you help to ensure that they do 

come to school. 

 

I will be doing everything I can in school to help students through the year, and we 

have an excellent support package available for students in school. But ultimately, 

your child’s success over the next year will come down to how hard they are 

prepared to work – and a lot of that work will need to occur outside of the 

classroom – at home. In order to advise you further, I would like to invite you to a 

‘Welcome to Year 11’ Parents Evening on Thursday September 6th at 7pm in the 

main hall. Please complete the reply slip and return to reception, in order to allow us 

to make appropriate plans if you are able to make it. 

 

I look forward to working with you to help your child achieve their potential, and I 

look forward to meeting you in September. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

M. Parker 

 

Mr M Parker 

Head of Year 11  

 

Welcome to Year 11 Parents Evening Reply Slip 

 

Child’s Name___________________________________ Tutor Group __________ 

 

Group_________ 

 

I/we will be attending the Welcome to Year 11 Parents Evening on 6th September, 

and require __ seats.  

 

I/we will not be attending the Welcome to Year 11 Parents Evening on 6th 

September. 

 

Signed_______________________________________   Date____________ 
 


